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OSCE - Our Scope

Our mission:
To work for stability, prosperity and democracy in 57 Participating 

States and 11 Partners for Cooperation Countries through political 

dialogue about shared values and through practical work that makes a 

lasting difference.

http://www.osce.org/who-we-are



OSCE Border Security and Management Concept
Political Framework for Co-operation by the OSCE participating States

Commitments and Objectives: 

❑ to promote free and secure movement across borders;

❑ to reduce threat of terrorism and other criminal activities;

❑ to prevent and suppress transnational organized crime;

❑ to promote high standards in border services;

❑ to promote dignified treatment of all individuals wanting to 

cross borders, 

❑ to create beneficial conditions for social and economic   

development in border territories, 

❑ to foster prospects for joint economic development;

❑ to ensure security of the international transport circuit for 

supply of commodities.

Encouraging development of a free, 

democratic and more integrated OSCE area  

http://www.osce.org/border-management

http://www.osce.org/mc/17452?download=true


Trafficking in Cultural Property - Introducing an expanding phenomena 

http://www.osce.org/border-management

Vicenza, Nov 2017

Samarkand, May 2018

Podgorica, Oct 2018

Awareness 

Raising Dushanbe, June 2016



Challenges / Opportunities - Capacity building, Partnership

Cyprus, Oct 2018

Malta, Nov 2016

Turkmenistan, Oct 2018

Cyprus, Oct 2018

Malta, Nov 2016

Turkmenistan, Oct 2018

http://www.osce.org/border-management

Challenges/Opportunities: 

- Huge Licit Market 

- Huge Illicit Market

- Conflict Areas 

as a source

- Weak Regulations

- Lack of Capacities 

and Training

- Under usage of 

available resources, 

information, 

technology 

- Lack of Cooperation



We live in an illusion that the greatest archaeological discoveries are

already made, while the truth is that they are about to come, still placed

both under the surface of the earth and under the seas…

http://www.osce.org/border-management

They are likely to be of outstanding importance and magnitude, confirming

the well known historical narratives OR questioning them to the extend that

there will be the need for their partial or full revision.

Dr. Peter B. Campbell, 

Head Underwater Archaeologist, Board of Directors

Archaeology Investigation & Research Network

The REAL QUESTION is: Who will put hands on them first - science

communities OR Organized Crime and Terrorist groups…

The REAL CHALLENGE for all involved is to prevent ITCP and protect the

known and unknown legacy that belongs to all of us – to the human race.

Together, we can do it.

Sotiriou Konstantinos-Orfeas

Archaeology and History of Art-University of Athens

Department Against Antiquities Smuggling, 

Hellenic Police



Factsheet

Questions?
http://www.osce.org/border-management



http://www.osce.org/border-management

Future Plans and Actions in Combating Illegal TCP:

➢ OSCE as Platform for Dialogue and Cooperation / Building Partnership - Network

of Experts and Professionals / Stand-by Teams

➢ Responding to the needs of the States / legislation, structures, training

➢ Organization of joint nation-specific and agencies – specific capacity building

trainings

➢ Expanding access to existing IT tools and databases / INTERPOL, WCO, ICOM…

➢ Inclusion of Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property topic within the BMSC Curricula

and Curricula of National Training Institutions

➢ Inclusion of Protection of Cultural Heritage Topic within OSCE General Orientation

Programme and SMM Introductory Trainings + Peacekeeping pre-deployment

training

➢ Online Trainings / Applications


